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geography theme.)
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The New Age of Exploration
November 17-23, 2013

This fall, celebrate Geography Awareness Week (GeoWeek) and the New
Age of Exploration! The theme this year has us thinking about how
geography enables us all to be intrepid explorers in our own way. It also
celebrates the 125" birthday of the National Geographic Society.

Missions: If you want to get out and explore in a whole new way with your
students, see the very creative “missions” from the Geography Collective on
pages 4 and 5 of this newsletter.

Official Kickoff: Vermont’s official kick-off to GeoWeek will be hosted
by Thaddeus Stevens School in Lyndon. They are planning to have all K-8
classes focus on geography all week. At the end of the week, they are planning
to have their 7" and 8" grade classes present what they have learned to local
high school students. They will also be inviting other elementary schools to
come in to play geography games and do geography activities, including some
on the VGA’s Giant Traveling Map of Vermont.

Blog-a-thon: stay tuned for the 5" annual GeoWeek Blog-a-thon for
stories, photos, maps, and perspectives from adventurous communities around
the globe.

For other GeoWeek teaching resources, go to:
www.GeographyAwarenessWeek.org




VGA News

Giant Traveling Maps
of the Continents

The giant maps are back! The VGA is bringing 3 giant
traveling maps from National Geographic to the state
this school year for some oversized fun! These huge
floor maps of the continents are made to walk on, and
come with a trunk full of ideas and materials for many
different lessons. The activities incorporate physical
movement and games to teach geography and map
reading skills for grades K-8. Teachers can preview the
activities for all the maps at the National Geographic
website: http://events. nationalgeographic.com/events/
special-events/asia-map/.

The VGA is hosting 3 maps this year on these dates:
South America: October 21-November 1
Pacific Ocean: March 24-April 4
Asia: May 12-23

If you are interested in Africa, the Pacific, or North America,
please contact us with your choice of dates and we will see if
we can order it.

The cost is $75/day, and you must transport the map and
trunk to the next Vermont school on the list. The maps
are approximately 26” by 35°, and are rolled into a 10”
long transportation tube that can be transported by a
large van or pick-up truck.

To schedule: contact Mary Cassarino at
mpcassarino@hotmail.com. First come, first serve.

4VERMONT ALLIANCE
FOR THE SOCIAL STUDIES

MAKING SENSE OF THE WORLD

Annual Conference

Friday, December 6
Hilton Hotel, Burlington

The Vermont Alliance for the Social Studies Annual
Conference will be held at the Hilton Hotel in
Burlington on December 6. The theme is Making Sense
of the World. For more information, or to register,
go to: www.vermontsocialstudies.org.

Want an Inservice or
Workshop?

The VGA’s Mary Cassarino is
traveling the state to present
~inservices, workshops, and training
~ sessions on Europe, the Americas,
Asia, Africa, Mission Geography,
and general geography topics. She
will also lead students through

; » giant map activities if you have a
giant map scheduled at your school. To arrange a visit
with your school or homeschool group, contact her at:
mpcassarino@hotmail.com.

Map Puzzler Answer
The title for the map on page 1 is: Historic
, T AAQGET 1 O &htdaptah DHisimbp@d C
from one of the new lessons for the Giant
Traveling Map of Vermont called6 AOT T T 08 ¢
Changing Capital. See page 3 for more details.

Vermont Geographic Alliance Newsletter

www.vtgeoalliance.org Fall 2013



Giant Traveling Map of
Vermont

The VGA is pleased to
announce the launch
of our new Giant
Traveling Map of
Vermont!

We designed this map for
Vermont  teachers and
Vermont classrooms. This
map is giant — but not too
big to roll out onto the
floor of an average
classroom. It comes with a
variety of hands-on and

feet-on activities to explore the geography of Vermont
with your students in a whole new way. The map is 18’
by 24, and includes towns, villages, counties, highways,

rivers, lakes, and shaded relief.

It also travels with a

duffel bag full of lesson ideas (see below) and props.

Activities Currently Available

To Schedule:
The map is $20/school
day, and you must agree
to transport the map to
the next school on the
list. The map rolls into
an 8 % foot cloth bag
that fits into most cars.
A bag of lessons and
props travels with the
map, and is the size of a
large duffel bag. To
reserve  the  Giant
Traveling Map  of
Vermont for your
classroom, contact
Mary Cassarino at
mpcassarino@hotmail.
com.

Activity

Grade Level

4

5

Data Mapping

Find It!

Go the Distance

Interstate Relay

Shire Town Shuffle

Simon Says

Vermont Marble Trail

Vermont’s Changing Capital

Warm Up Activity

Where Do Vermonters Live?
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Teaching Resources

Geography Awareness Week:

Be a Guerrilla Geographer!

Mission:

Explore

You need to check out these creative explorations: your students will love

them! The Geography Collective (a British group that calls themselves
guerrilla geographers) has published their Mission: Explore book with
over one hundred “missions” in it to get kids out playfully exploring and
questioning the world. The goal of these missions is to challenge
everyone to experience the world around them in a meaningful way —
daring people to challenge preconceptions about places, and form deeper,
more active community connections. They have now expanded beyond
the book to over four hundred missions available on their website (and
the original book is now available free as an e-book). A sampling of
some of their missions is shown below and on the next page. For more
missions, go to their website at: www.missionexplore.co.uk. Many of

these lessons have ELA, math, or science connections, and can be adapted
for many age groups.

Guaranteed to get yoaxploring, either inside or outside the classm!

Mission: Picture Search Mission: Macro Photograph a
Micro World
Goal: Find where a photograph
was taken. Explore from a bug’s eye view. Take photos of a place
close-up to make a tiny place look like a whole new
Ask someone to take a photograph world or ecosystem. Can you find the hidden jungle in
in a place while your back is your backyard or playground?

turned. Can you find where they
took the picture?

After taking your photos from a bug’s-eye view, explore
different viewpoints in your backyard or playground.

Be as precise as possible. Can you find the exact spot Take a series of large steps backwards (of course

where the camera was held? Can you get the exact angle checking to make sure you don’t crash into anything!)

and zoom exactly right? Try and take another photo that and, with each step, take a photo. How do these different

is identical to the first. photos change your view of your backyard or
playground?

Tips: You will need a digital camera to complete this

mission. The person taking the pictures should start with Tips: Some cameras have what are called ‘macro’ lenses.

somewhere easy and then choose places that are These lenses let you take pictures of things really close

increasingly tricky.

up without losing focus. If you can, play around with
different cameras to find out which one is best for this
mission.
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The New Age of Exploration

Mission: Explore

Mission: The Journey Stick

Go on a journey with a friend and make a journey stick
to help you tell the story of your adventure when you get
back.

Every journey stick tells a story. When Australian
Aborigines went on long journeys they sometimes tied
objects to a stick to help them record their travels. They
would start at one end of the stick and work along it as
they went; the objects would help them to remember
events and experiences on their journey and to tell others
of their adventures.

Your challenge

Go on a journey with a friend and make a journey stick.
Stop along the way and collect stuff to remind you of the
places you go, and the things you see and do.

When you get back, share your journey stick with other
people and use it to tell about your adventure. You can
even make a journey book and use the things you found
to illustrate it.

Preparing for your journey
1 Where you and your friend will go?
1 What might you find or experience?
1 How will you attach the items to the stick?
9 Make sure you discuss your plans with your
parent or guardian.

Telling your story

Introduce your journey then start at the first thing you
tied to the stick and use it as a reminder of how your
journey began. Then work your way along the stick
telling the story behind everything.

MissionnK e e p a

Follow this link (http://www.marinetraffic.com/ais/) and
follow a ship for five days. Where does it go? What’s it
distributing? What can you find out about it?

[The link is an interactive world map with all shipping
traffic displayed on it, including information on each
ship’s journey: speed, direction, cargo, country of origin,
weight, photographs, and other information.]

Mission: Map Your Recipes

Where in the world aren’t your recipes from?

Color in a map to show the origins of your cooking. Can
you keep going until the whole map is covered?

Mission: LOOk North

Go to the nearest viewing point. Take
a photo (or make a drawing) facing

north, south, east, and west. List what
is different in each photo (or drawing).

Web Address: www.missionexplore.co.uk
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Teaching Resources

NCGE Webinars

The National Council
for Geographic
Education continues its
live Webinar series for
educators that features a
robust program  of
geography educators from around the world. The
webinars give you a chance to interact with international
geography educators and your colleagues as you learn
some new skills and experience some new tools and
resources to use in your classroom. Members can attend
free (membership is $95/year), or non-members pay
$20/session or $195 for a season pass for all the
webinars this school year. All webinars are on
Wednesday at 8 pm Eastern time, unless otherwise
noted. Webinar attendance certificates are available
upon completion. Register online at www.ncge.org.
Titles scheduled so far this fall include:

September 11: Making Urban Geography Real to
Your Students Using Local Geography

September 18: ArcGIS Online and the Places You
Can Go

October 2: Geography and the New Age of
Exploration

October 9: Building Background Knowledge for
Human Geography

October 23: Bringing Literature into the
Geography Classroom

November 13: My Backyard is a World Wide Web

November 20: GIS and English Language Arts: A
Beautiful Friendship

December 4: Getting to Know Remote Sensing
Basics for Any Classroom

December 11: Spelunking for Data and Exploring
Analytical Tools in ArcGIS Online

And more are coming your way!

Archivesalsoavailableat www.ncge.org

Mapping Resources
from the

Vermont Center for
Geographic Information

Free Outline Maps of Vermont

Vermont County Boundaries

Searching for some black-
and-white outline maps of
Vermont? Look no more:
the Vermont Center for
Geographic Information
(VCGI) has free
downloadable outline maps
of Vermont. They have
maps in both 8 %2 by 11 and
11 by 17 sizes, and they
come in pdf and jpg
versions.  Currently they
have:

9 Vermont County Boundaries

1 Vermont Town Boundaries

1 Vermont Town and County Boundaries

1 Regional Planning Commission Boundaries

Find them at: http://vcgi.vermont.gov/maps/static.

Vermont Interactive Map Viewer

VCGI has created an interactive map viewer of Vermont
to use as reference or to create your own maps. It has a
basic base map with many different layers of data you
can turn on and off, such as roads, surface waters,
mountains and hills, airports, town boundaries, rail lines,
buildings, contours, wetlands, and other features. It also
allows you to zoom in and out, draw on the map with
lots of different tools, measure distances and areas, find

latitude and longitude, and o

save the map you create. /\\
map, or share the map you T
create with others.

You can make a printable
Go to: http://vcgi.vermont.gov/maps/interactive.
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Teaching Resources

GPS Website
UNAVCO is a nonprofit
UNAVCO "O group facilitating research

using GPS. Their website
has many resources to teach about GPS to middle and
high school level students, with numerous real-life
applications.  Teacher resources include animations,
tutorials, and lesson plans. Student resources include
activities and labs, including ones that analyze GPS data,
create and read time series plots, look at Yellowstone’s
“breathing” volcano, take you on a virtual field trip of
Shenandoah National Park, play an interactive
simulation game about polar GPS, and use EarthScope
Voyager Jr. to see the spatial relationships between
earthquakes, volcanoes, and plate boundaries in the
western United States. To see the resources, go to:
http://unavco.org/edu_outreach/teachers.html.

Vermont Geographic Alliance

VGA Office: (802) 468-1270
Website: http://www.vtgeoalliance.org

Coordinator: Scott Roper
Associate Professor of Geography
Castleton State College
Castleton, VT 05735
Email: scott.roper@castleton.edu

The Vermont Geographic Alliance was formed to
improve the quality and scope of geography education
throughout Vermont. Programs include:

E teacher workshops and in-services
E summer institute for teachers
E Giant Traveling Map of VVermont
E Giant Traveling Maps of the Continents
E Geography Awareness Week in November
E Vermont Geography Book (online)

The Vermont Geographic Alliance Newsletter is
published twice a year (Fall, Winter/Spring).
Correspondence and articles of geographic interest are
welcome.

Newsletter Editor: Jane Dorney
Email: jdorney@compuserve.com

National Geographic
MapMaker Kits

A new MapMaker Kit: New England!

MapMaker Kits
are free
downloadable
maps of many
places around the
world that come in
a variety of sizes.
The kits offer K-
12 students the
opportunity to
work with key
mapping concepts
at a variety of
scales and to see
the world in new
ways. MapMaker
Kit activities : . - = : :
engage students in the manipulation and analysis of a
variety of geographic information sets, helping them
build skills in critical thinking, the representation of
data, and mental mapping.

Each kit enables the user to download, print, and
assemble maps of the world, individual continents, the
United States, and, now, New England, in a variety of
sizes. Mega maps occupy a large wall, or can be used on
the floor; projector maps give you some flexibility about
sizing; the tabletop map is good for small group work,
and the one-page outline maps are perfect for individual
work. Tutorials on how to create and use the maps are
available on the National Geographic website.

MapMaker Kits available:
World Political

World Physical

United States Political
United States Physical
Asia

Europe

Americas

Africa

Australia and Oceania
Polar Regions

New England Region of the United States

=4 =4 8 -8 -8 -8 _8_9_9_9_-9

Find them at: nationalgeographic.com/educators.
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VGA Calendar of Events

November 2013

17-23 Geography Awareness Week, Theme: The New Age of Exploration
See pages 1, 4, and 5 of this newsletter for GeoWeek teaching resources;
Official Kickoff at Thaddeus Stevens School, Lyndon Center

December 2013

6 Vermont Alliance for the Social Studies (VASS) Annual Conference
Hilton Hotel, Burlington

January 2014

31 State House Event with the Giant Traveling Map of Vermont
Montpelier, 8:30 am — 1:30 pm
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